

    

      Skip to main content

      


  
    
      
    
    
      Menu
    
    
      
      
    
  


  
    
    
  

  
    
      
    

    
      
        
          


      

        
        
          
          
          

        


        
          Search
        
        

      


      
        
          Alternatively search more than 1.25 million objects from the V&A Collections
        
        
          Search the collections
        
      





        

        
          

        

      

    


    	
        
          
          Visit us
      
	
        
          
          What’s on
      
	
        
          
          Collections
      
	
        
          
          Learn
      
	
        
          
          Join & Support
      
	
        
          
          Shop
      
	
        More
        	
            
              Learning
          
	
            
              Join & Support
          
	
            
              Shop
          


      


    
      
        
        
      
      
        
        
      
    

  






      
        
  
    
      
        Wedgwood

      

    

  





  
    	
        Highlights
      
	
        Features
      


  

  
    
      
        Staffordshire potter and entrepreneur Josiah Wedgwood (1730 – 95) was a pioneering tastemaker, marketeer and social campaigner. In 1759, Josiah founded his ceramics company which achieved global success and remains in production today. Designs and wares saved by the factory and Wedgwood family grew into one of the most important industrial collections in the world. Comprising over 175,000 works of art, ceramics, manuscripts and photographs, the V&A Wedgwood Collection documents production up to the present day, showcasing innovations in taste and fashion spanning over 260 years.
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        From Josiah Wedgwood’s Portland Vase, to designs by Eric Ravilious and Daisy Makeig-Jones, the collection and UNESCO-recognised archives showcase the commercial and design history of Wedgwood ceramics. Following a successful fundraising campaign spearheaded by Art Fund the V&A Wedgwood Collection was gifted to the V&A in 2014.
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               Wedgwood family portrait, oil painting, by George Stubbs, 1780, England
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               Portland Vase, by Josiah Wedgwood and Sons, 1793, Etruria, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire, England
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               'Variations on a Geometric Theme' plate, designed by Eduardo Paolozzi, manufactured by Josiah Wedgwood and sons, about 1970, Barlaston, Stoke-on-Trent, England
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               Anti-slavery medallion, by Josiah Wedgwood and sons, about 1787, Etruria, Stoke-on-Trent, England
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               Paint box, manufactured by Josiah Wedgwood and Sons, 1785 – 90, Etruria, Stoke-on-Trent, England
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               First Day’s Vase, made by Josiah Wedgwood and sons and Thomas Bentley, 1769, Etruria, Stoke-on-Trent, England
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               Teapot moulded in the shape of a cauliflower, by Josiah Wedgwood and sons, 1765, Stoke-on-Trent, England
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               Coffee pot, by Josiah Wedgwood and sons, 1955, Barlaston, Stoke-on-Trent, England
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               Lessore Vase, painted by Emile Aubert Lessore, made by Josiah Wedgwood and Sons, about 1863, England
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               Jasperware trials mounted on a wooden tray, by Josiah Wedgwood and sons, 1773 – 76, Stoke-on-Trent, England
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              Detail of 'Fairyland Lustre' bowl, by Josiah Wedgwood and sons, about 1923, Etruria, Stoke-on-Trent, England
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               Dinner Plate for the 'Frog Service', by Josiah Wedgwood and sons, 1773, Etruria, Stoke-on-Trent, England
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            Wedgwood: An introduction

            Learn about the history of Wedgwood and how the company evolved through three centuries of design
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            The Wedgwood anti-slavery medallion

            Discover more about Wedgwood's anti-slavery medallion – a forerunner of the protest badge
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            Wedgwood's ceramic manufacturing archive

            Discover "one of the most complete ceramic manufacturing archives in existence"
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            'Campanula' tea and coffee set by Paul Follot for Wedgwood

            Discover a rare art deco tea and coffee set designed by Paul Follot for Wedgwood once belonging to Karl Lagerfeld
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            Josiah Wedgwood's Portland Vase

            Find out more about the Portland Vase – one of Wedgwood's most well-known ceramic designs
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            Poor Maria and the Bourbonnais Shepherd – when literature came into fashion

            Find out how books have inspired jewellery
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          Explore the range of exclusive gifts, jewellery, prints and more. Every purchase supports the V&A
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        Header image: Detail: 'First edition' copy of the Portland vase, factory of Josiah Wedgwood, 1790, Etruria, Stoke-on-Trent, England. Museum no. WE-8000-2014. © Victoria and Albert Museum, London
      

  




      

      
  [bookmark: footernav]

  
    Back to the top
  


    
    
      
        
          
            Sign up to our emails
          

          
          Hear about collections, exhibitions, courses and events from the V&A and ways you can support us.
          

        

        
          
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            

            
            
            
            
          

          
          
            You can change your preferences or opt out of hearing from us at any time using the unsubscribe link in our emails. Read our full privacy notice.
          

        

      

    

  


  
    Victoria and 
Albert Museum


    
      
        About the V&A

        	
            About us
          
	
            Contact us
          
	
            Our work
          
	
            National work
          
	
            International work
          
	
            Research
          
	
            Conservation
          
	
            Press
          
	
            Jobs
          


      

      
        Join & Support

        	
            Membership
          
	
            Corporate partnerships
          
	
            FuturePlan
          
	
            Donate
          


      

      
        Resources

        	
            Explore the Collections
          
	
            V&A Academy
          
	
            National Art Library
          
	
            Photography Centre
          
	
            Study Rooms
          
	
            Archives
          
	
            Blog
          


      

      
        Commercial

        	
            Shop
          
	
            Licensing
          
	
            Publishing
          
	
            V&A images
          
	
            Exhibitions for hire
          
	
            Venue hire
          


      
    


    Visit the V&A


    
      
        V&A South Kensington

        	
            Daily: 10.00 – 17.45

            Friday: 10.00 – 22.00

          
	
            Admission is free
          
	
            Cromwell Road

            London SW7 2RL
          
	
            Plan your visit
          
	
            Access information
          


      

      
        V&A Dundee

        	
            Daily except Tuesday: 10.00 – 17.00

          
	
            Admission is free
          
	
            1 Riverside Esplanade,

            Dundee DD1 4EZ
          
	
            V&A Dundee website
          
	
            Access information
          


      

      
        V&A Wedgwood Collection

        	
            Wednesday – Sunday: 
10.00 – 17.00

          
	
            Admission is free
          
	
            Wedgwood Drive, Barlaston,

            Stoke-on-Trent ST12 9ER
          
	
            World of Wedgwood website
          


      

      
        Young V&A

        	
            Daily: 10.00 – 17.45

          
	
            Admission is free
          
	
            Cambridge Heath Rd,

            Bethnal Green, London E2 9PA
          
	
            Plan your visit
          
	
            Access information
          


      

      
        V&A East

        	
            Opening 2025
          
	
            Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, Stratford, London
          
	
            About V&A East
          


      
    


    
      	
          +44 (0)20 7942 2000
        
	
          hello@vam.ac.uk
        



      	
          
            
              
            

          
        
	
          
            
              
            

          
        
	
          
            
              
            

          
        
	
          
            
              
            

          
        
	
          
            
              
            

          
        



      	
          Privacy notice and cookies
        
	
          Terms of use
        
	
          Accessibility statement
        



      © Victoria and Albert Museum, London, 2024


      
    

  




    


    


    




  

